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Message from the Board
It has been another remarkable year at Help Lesotho! Though the generosity of our
steadfast partners and generous donors, Help Lesotho provided programs that
directly transformed the lives of over 15,000 beneficiaries.
Help Lesotho’s unique program approach restores dignity and hope. It empowers
those most in need of support - to overcome their considerable challenges and
work together to build a better future for themselves and their communities.
Beneficiaries experience the opportunities to heal, think critically and have a
purpose in their lives. In addition, they learn how to reduce HIV transmission and
promote gender equity. Help Lesotho believes that anyone, regardless of their
circumstances, can be a leader who takes action for the benefit of others.
In March 2018, my wife and I are looking forward to joining Dr. Peg Herbert, Help Lesotho’s Founder and
Executive Director, on a trip to Lesotho. This will be my fourth trip to Lesotho. I look forward to learning from
our staff, re-engaging with our sponsored children, meeting new beneficiaries and once again visiting with
those in the most remote areas of Lesotho who benefit from our programs thanks to your generosity.
I can attest firsthand that Help Lesotho is a well-respected and trusted organization in Lesotho. It enjoys
strong, productive local relationships with a consistently high degree of appreciation and involvement from
communities, beneficiaries, and local representatives. We are particularly gratified that the King and Queen of
Lesotho are honorary patrons of our organization. Help Lesotho is led by a strong board and committed staff
in Canada and in Lesotho. All of our staff in Lesotho are African, with the large majority from Lesotho itself.
Entering its 14 year, Help Lesotho has stable and diversified funding from loyal, engaged donors around the
globe. While we are proud of our history and the progress we have made together, we remain mindful of the
great challenges that lie ahead. To meet those challenges, we know we must be responsible stewards of our
financial resources. Our complete audited financial statements are available on www.helpleostho.org should
you be interested in a clear picture of our ongoing efforts to carry out that stewardship.
Thank you for partnering with us,
John Graham, Board Chair
Help Lesotho believes that transparency and accountability are essential. With this in mind, we are proud
to be accredited by Imagine Canada’s Standards Program. The Standards Program awards accreditation
to charities and non-profits that demonstrate excellence in board governance, financial accountability and
transparency, fundraising, staff management, and volunteer involvement. By adhering to these standards,
we are complying with generally accepted practices for soliciting and managing donor dollars.
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Program Highlights
The official GIRL4ce launch occurred on May 11 2016! Many
guests, including King Letsie III and Queen 'Masenate enjoyed
the moving performances of the GIRL4ce core.

270 girls participated in a two-day training in Thaba Tseka.
The most impactful content was a session to dispel myths
about sex and HIV. The girls were so excited by what they
learned on the first day that they brought more of their
friends to the second day of training!

We ran our first computer class for youth over the last few
months of 2016. The participants loved learning basic
computer skills in Microsoft Word and Excel. Congrats to the
completers!

Help Lesotho hosted its first ever camp for hearing-impaired
children. Our program team adjusted our module content and
worked with translators from St. Paul’s School for the Deaf to
help the 50 children learn about HIV/AIDS, gender equity, and
leadership.
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More Program Highlights
Help Lesotho began a new program for young mothers to help
them learn sewing skills that they can use to earn an income
for their families.

Grannies at the Grandmother Conference in April 2017 were
able to get their documentation for birth certificates, identity
cards and passports.

Help Lesotho alumni spent the weekend together at the
Alumni Conference. The youth and adults, from all different
programs, shared their challenges and motivated each other
to work hard in pursuit of their dreams. The motto of the
conference was “If not me, who? If not now, when?”

At the International Youth Day celebration, more than 600
people came to the Pitseng Centre, including the Deputy
Prime Minister! The event celebrated the role that youth can
and should play in reaching the Sustainable Development
Goals by 2030.
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Help Lesotho’s Impact
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Financial Statements
Help Lesotho’s 2016-2017 financial statements were audited by Vaive and Associates Professional Corporation.

Total Expenditures
Programs
Fundraising
Administration

$
$
$
$

July 1 2016 June 30 2017
1,270,417
33,895
108,507
1,412,819

July 1 2015 June 30 2016
$
1,163,645
$
37,454
$
85,093
$
1,286,192

Financial accountability is important to us.

Program Expenses

HIV/AIDS and gender equity
Leadership
Education and school projects
Grandmother support
Orphans and vulnerable children

July 1 2016— July 1 2015 June 20 2017 June 30 2016

$ 361,923
$ 349,066
$ 237,449
$ 192,801
$ 129,178
$ 1,270,417

$ 355,302
$ 335,892
$ 191,861
$ 143,650
$ 136,940
$ 1,163,645

Annual Report 16/17

|5

Thank You!
Thank you to our development partners!

Thank you to REMAX Hallmark Realty Group
for donating Help Lesotho’s office space, phone
lines, internet, reception services, meeting rooms,
and security for nine wonderful years! Thanks to
the generosity of REMAX Hallmark, we are able to
keep our costs low and ensure more funds are
directed to programs in Lesotho.
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